he Steve Tshwete Municipality’s councillors
started the year on a high note at thelr first
Council meeting when Executive Mayor,

Mantlakeng Mahlangu proudly reported on achieve-

ments by our munidi-

pality last year:

%As an ANC-lead

municipality, we

would like to thank
all of you who have
re-affirmed your con-
fidence in us. This is
why, today, we are
singing the same
tune of improving
the lives of all our
people. The year
ahead of us has been
declared as the year to intensify the struggle against

poverty as we advance in unity towards 2010%.

MAHLANGU PROUDLY ANNOUNCED SUCCESS IN THE

HOSTING AND CO-HOSTING OF:

* The National Ubuntu Awards presented to Nelson
Mandela by our National Deputy President,
Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka at Botshabelo. We are
really honoured that this award was launched here
at Steve Tshwete Municipality.

» An Environmental Indaba which paved the way in
dealing with environmental issues and how to con-
serve the environment for the current and future
generations.

¢ The event on HIV/AIDS with some popular South
African musicians was a great success.

o QOur province staged a magnificent MACFEST
International Festival, the first of its kind, at Steve
Tshwete and Emalahleni municipalities.

ANOTHER AREA OF ACHIEVEMENT WAS IN SERVICE

DELIVERY, WITH NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS BEING:

o The official opening of the 24-Hour Service Centre
where one can purchase electricity at no time and
reporting of complaints related to licensing, traffic,
disaster management et al.

o Construction of two Multi Purpose Community
Centres at Mhluzi Extension 7 and
Doornkop.

¢ Upgrading and installing new infrastructure:
electricity, storm water drainage systems, water
and sewage. New streets were provided especially
at Tokologo, Extension 24, Aerorand and other
rural areas.

» Avibrant Youth Advisory Centre with the
Umsobomvu Youth Fund was established.

® The construction of RDP houses at Doornkop,
Tokologo, Kwazamokuhle and Extension 24.

o All our clinics are now HIV/AIDS testing and coun-
selling centres.

She further announced some good news on awards
received by our municipality during the year 2006.
All these awards were coupled with trophies, certifi-
cates and a total amount of R1.3 million,
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Council will soon decide on how to use the funds to
benefit the community. THEY ARE:

* Provincial Vuna Awards.

o National Vuna Awards.

e Provincial Cleanest Town Award.

e Provincial Skills Development Facilitation.

The Executive Mayor applauded local institutions and
companies who contributed their resources and
expertise in order to enhance the living standard of
our community. ®Let us recognise the following indi-
viduals and institutions for work well done in 2006,
she said.

¢ Anglo Coal for a donation towards the construction

of a Multi-purpose Community Centre at Doornkop.

o Nkangala District for winning both Prownczal and
National Vuna Awards,

¢ Telkom Foundation for
assisting the families who
suffered during the wind-
storm disaster of
Christmas 2005.

* SAMANCOR Foundation for
providing funds for the
Hlanganani Upliftment
Centre in Ward 17,

Extension 24.

e South African Police Services,
especially in Mhluzi, for their
efforts to fight crime.

o Our officials for ensuring
that our resolutions are
put into action.

On service delivery, Mahlangu

announced construction projects - *

aimed at addressing the issue of

homelessness for the com-
munity.

THROUGH ALLOCATIONS BY THE
PROVINCE, THE FOLLOWING
NUMBERS OF RDP HOUSES WILL
BE BUILT THIS YEAR.

o Boo Extension 24.

o 130 Extension 2.

* 670 Tokologo including 50
for finance linked.

s 300 Doornkop.

® 100 Extension 6.

e 230 Kwazamokuhle
Extension 7.

® 5o Rectification
Allocation.

e 34  Farmworkers
assistance project.

e 5o forrelocation.
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THE FOLLOWING SERVICES ARE TO

BE DELIVERED AS WELL:

s Qver 1000 stands at
Rockdale (next to Extension

e Upgrading and synchronising of theli
Cowen Ntuli Street will be completed
Installing streetlights and high masts will contribute
to fighting crime.

The programme to electricify stands, especially in

Aerorand, Extensions 18 and 24, Kwazamokuhle

Extension Seven and Doornkop will continue.

o New roads, especially at Kwazamokuhle Extension
7, will be built, upgraded and maintained.

ON THE LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FRONT, THE

MAYOR UNVEILED FLAGSHIP PROJECTS DESIGNED TO

DRIVE DEVELOPMENT AND CREATE JOBS IN OUR TOWN.
THEY ARE:

o Shopping Mall.

o The Old Thushanang School in Mhluzi will be
converted into a facility for the development of

emerging entrepre-

- neurs,

s Establishment of

100 community

bakeries.

', ® Recycling Centre,

%0n 26 June 1995,
the Freedom
- Charter was
adopted. One fun-
damental issue
addressed was
‘There Shall be
Y. Houses, Security

* and Comfort’.

“\We believe that
the programmes
that we are
embarking upon,
together with our
colleagues from
the Provincial and
" National Government as well as
from the Nkangala District
Municipality, are seriously address-
ing these fundamental rights.

%|n conclusion, let me take this

1§ opportunity to pay tribute to patri-
ots who passed away during the
past year. | am referring to ex-coun-
cillor Piet Tlou and all council
employees, We honour their contri-
bution to making a better life for
all,® Mahlangu said.

24) will be fully serviced. ! T - Nieman - Techni

Hlaisin




“] HAVE TO GO, ITS BURNING*

Fire Brigade for a job well done in controlling a raging fire
from spreading at the Wonderpark Centre - although some
. offices were gutted on January 12.

I:) raise and honour goes to the Steve Tshwete Municipality’s

A brave lady remained calm inside a blazing office while she sum-
monsed the Fire Services Department to the Wonderpark Centre.
Just nineteen seconds were enough for her to supply all the neces-
sary information that triggered an immediate response from the
Fire Brigade. Her last words were #| have to go it's burning®...

It was 16:11 when our Fire Service Department received the call.
Eleven Fire Fighters, four Station Officers and the Chief of Fire
Services sprang into action. Five pipes measuring 600 metres and
235 000 litres of water were used to douse the flames.

The fire started on the second floor of the southern wing, presum-
ably inside the First National Bank's (FNB) offices. It then spread
to Platorand Radio Station offices, Legalwise offices, Gymnasium
and MTN offices.

The municipality’s Fire Fighters, succeeded in preventing the
flames from spreading to the northern wing and the first floor.
Chief of the Fire Services, Mr Gert Stoltz was full of praise for his
colleagues following the successful mission.

COUNCILADOPTS 2007/2008 IDP

and prioritised for the 2007/2008 final draft of the Integrated Development

T he consultative process by which the needs of the community are identified
Plan (IDP) document and next municipal budget has been finalised.

At an IDP (Integrated Development Plan) Forum meeting held on 5 February 2007,
representatives from various stakeholders concluded tabled discussions on the IDP
document.

Inputs were raised based on the different levels of priorities which identified the
most current urgent needs for residents - which were mainly housing, roads and
provision of electricity.

IDP Officer of the Steve Tshwete Municipality, Dr Amos Dube explained that a
series of ward meetings had been held between September and October 2006 at
which the community and representatives from various stakeholders raised inputs

Representatives from
IDP Consudtar

concerning the needs of the community.

A draft IDP document was made available for scrutiny at various public venues,
stich as libraries and the civic centre, and residents contributed their comment in
writing.

Dr Dube encouraged business to take the trouble to visit the IDP Document, as this

will not only benefit the community but will also put them in good standing with
the Government,

&Businesses who commit themselves to giving a hand in social upliftment initia-
tives, also stand a better chance of benefitting from the Government’s tenders®, he
concluded.

The final IDP document was adopted on 15 March 2007.

Five students train in
INFOTECHNOLOGY

ive students from the Advanced Technology Training Institution completed an intensive, four-month
F practical training at the Steve Tshwete Municipality, under the mentorship of Khosi Makwati,

a Data Technologist. The training is a Bula Technologies initiative which assist students who want to
venture into Information Technology.






